transition regions of the United States where bentgrass is adapted.
Crenshaw yields = 500 kg seed ha~' in the year of establishment, and * 1000 kg seed ha" 1 in the second and third harvest years. Cato is a six-clone synthetic cultivar. The parental clones were selected from plants that survived environmental stresses under golf course conditions. Two parental clones originated from germplasm collected in Michigan, and four clones originated from collections in Texas. Ninety-two vegetatively propagated clones of bentgrass were planted in a replicated trial on a putting green surface in Dallas, TX, in 1985. Vegetative propagules of the 50 clones with the highest quality and persistence throughout the summer of 1985 were planted in a replicated seed production nursery in the fall of 1985 at Tangent, OR. The six individual clones were selected in 1988 based on 3 yr of field and greenhouse performance data in Dallas. The selection criteria were based on medium to high turf quality performance, including density, texture, color, and persistence. Seed production characteristics including floral nicking, seed head number, plant spread, plant morphology, and seed yield were determined in Oregon. The parental clones were physically isolated at Tangent, OR, in January 1988, with first seed harvested in August 1988.
